
 
 
 
 
September 26, 2012 
 
The Honorable Mary L. Landrieu 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Landrieu: 
 
Administrator Mills asked me to respond to your recent letter expressing your thanks to 
the Small Business Administration’s Office of Disaster Assistance (ODA) and the 
Louisiana Small Business Development Center Network’s prompt response to the 
needs of small businesses affected by Hurricane Isaac. Thank you for also inquiring 
about disaster assistance funding for the Small Business Development Center (SBDC) 
Program.   
 
The SBDC Program has a proven track record of helping victims of natural disasters 
that occur across the country. The Louisiana SBDC network has established a strong 
and effective relationship with ODA and the State of Louisiana to provide experienced 
business advisors to help disaster victims access all available federal and local 
programs. These business advisors stand ready and willing to man Business Recovery 
Centers (BRCs) and to provide disaster victims with sound advice and guidance, 
including assistance with applications for SBA’s loan programs. 
 
Funding to support SBDC disaster assistance efforts is always a challenge. The SBA, in 
concert with the Association of Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC), works, 
diligently to make SBDC resources available when needed. Such efforts are subject to 
available existing resources.  
 
With regard to this particular disaster event, the Office of Small Business Development 
Centers at SBA is able to redistribute $150,000 of core funds through the supplemental 
re-allocation process. The Agency is working with the Louisiana SBDC to get these 
funds to them as quickly as possible.   
 
I was actually in New Orleans last week and was able to meet with the State Director of 
the Louisiana SBDC, Mary Lynn Wilkerson; the SBA Area Disaster Assistance Lead, Al 
Judd; and Louisiana Economic Development’s Director of Community Outreach, Patrick 
Witty. I watched a presentation explaining how they implement their recovery plan 
before, during, and after a disaster event. It is truly admirable the way the team springs 
into action and has BRCs set up so quickly and are serving the disaster victims almost 
immediately.  
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We appreciate your continued support of SBA and its services to America’s small 
businesses. If you and your staff have any further questions, please contact Nicholas 
Coustos, SBA Assistant Administrator for Congressional and Legislative Affairs, at (202) 
205-6700. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Michael Chodos 
Associate Administrator 
Office of Entrepreneurial Development 
 
 
 
 
 


